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EXT. GEORGE WASHI NGTON CARVER M DDLE SCHOCL - DAY

Wnter. Snow on the ground, gray skies. Kids arriving.

I NT. SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY

The bell RINGS. JESSE, good-looking, twelve-ish with a

m schi evous air, hangs behind while the hallway enpties. He
approaches a | ocker, | ooks around suspiciously, pulls a

st et hoscope from hi s backpack

He expertly cracks the |ock, POPS the | ocker open, quickly
transfers aerosol cans and giznos from his backpack to the
| ocker. He’s assenbling sonething inside.

He sl ans the | ocker, spins the |ock. He squirts sone POAER
GLUE on the latch, stashes it in his backpack, runs off.

I NT. SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY - LATER

The BELL RINGS. Kids flow into the hallway. An obvious BULLY
(13) strides down the hall. Smaller kids shy away as he
passes. He SHOVES one, FLICKS another in the head.

BULLY
Qutta ny way, panty-head.

He arrives at his |ocker, spins the |ock. Jesse stands
conspiratorially down the hall with CARI SSA (13), a cute
booki sh brunette, and three small er NERDY KIDS. They watch
the bully with bated breath.

The bully spins to his last nunber, grabs the [atch and YANKS
t he door open. Inside, an el aborate nechani sm of strings and
springs is activated. A stack of books FALLS, |anding on
carefully placed KETCHUP and MJUSTARD PACKS.

SPLAT! The packets SQUI RT across his shirt! He funes.

BULLY ( CONT' D)
You' re dead, Webster!

VWHUMP! A wal | of WHI TE FOAM and SILLY STRI NG SPRAYS OUT,
covering the bully's face and chest.

He junps back, but his fingers are GLUED to the handle. Kids
LAUGH and PO NT as the foam SPRAYS a ridi cul ous anount,
peters out, pauses, sputters one |ast glob on his face.

POP POP POP! Party poppers POP, stringy confetti sticking to
the whole ness. He turns fromthe | ocker, w pes his face
cl ear, GLARES around the hallway, seething.
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BULLY ( CONT' D)
You' re doubl e dead, ass-nunch!

A wi sp of snoke fromthe poppers. WHOOSH The ceiling
sprinkler above himlets | oose, DRENCH NG him He struggles
m ghtily against the glue, gyrating wildly as the foam and
string drain off himin the del uge.

SLOSH' Hi s baggy pants FALL to his ankles, |eaving him
standi ng soaked in Hello Kitty underwear. Kids ROAR with
UNCONTROLLABLE LAUGHTER, ROLLI NG on the fl oor

Jesse turns to the smaller kids, claps their shoul ders.

JESSE
That' Il teach ‘imto steal our
| unches.

They turn, running right into the PRI NClI PAL, who clearly
heard them She |eads Jesse and Cari ssa away.

EXT. SUBURBAN STREET - DAY
Jesse and Carissa wal king hone. Carissa holds up a pink slip.

CARI SSA
Oh nmy gosh. How am | gonna explain
this to ny parents?

JESSE
How about if | --

CARI SSA
Haven’t you done enough, M ster
“I"l'l never get caught?”

JESSE
What’ s the worst they can do? Kick
us out of school for a while? Wo
needs it anyways?

CARI SSA
Peopl e who wanna go to col | ege need
it.

JESSE
Yeah, well, that’s you, not nme. My
parents are takin’ nme to Florida
this weekend anyways. C ear skies,
bl ue water, skim boards and bi ki ni
babes.

Carissa is stewing. Jesse relents.



G anpa WAs A Superhero v 6.6 - page 3.

JESSE ( CONT’ D)
He deserved it.

CARI SSA
I know.

JESSE
And it was fun.

CARI SSA
I know. (beat) Why do | let you
talk me into these things?

They’ re passing a com c book store. Jesse heads i nside.

JESSE
Gotta nake a stop

Carissa sighs big... she clearly doesn’'t want to stop. She
considers, then reluctantly foll ows.

I NT. COM C BOOK STORE - DAY

Jesse and Carissa enter. COM C BOOK GQUJY (33), a heavy,
bespectacled nerd in a Jedi costune, responds i medi ately.

COM C BOOX @UY
The Dark Guardian issue 134:
Guardi an’s Revenge is not yet in,
and | happen to know that you
al ready possess a copy of Dark
Quardi an issue 133: Guardian’s
Downfall..

He waves his hand as though casting a spell.

COM C BOOK GUY ( CONT’ D)
...S0 there is no need for you to
per use.

JESSE
(as though hypnoti zed)
“There is no need for ne to
peruse.” NOI! Once again, Mster
Puff’n’ Stuff, your Jedi powers have
failed you. I amhere in search of
Killing Fields Il: Zonbie Patrol.

COM C BOOX @UY
Eh. Very well. Aisle Two.
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Com ¢ Book Quy stares as they cruise the aisles. Carissa
| ooks at a comic wth a bl onde wonman superhero on the cover
She fingers her own brunette hair, casts a | ook at Jesse.

CARI SSA
What is it about bl ondes? Doesn't
anybody |i ke brunettes?

JESSE
Sure, brunettes can be hot. Lookit
Wnder Wonman. Ah! There you are!

He pulls a comc off the rack, slips it under his coat.

CARI SSA
You prom sed your parents!

JESSE
They' || ever know! And Lord Hot
Pockets over there isn't ever gonna
catch ne. | need a little reading
material for the trip.

CARI SSA
Look. I'"myour friend, not your
acconplice. Don't do it.

They have a brief stare-off. Jesse sighs, renpoves the comc
fromhis coat just as Com c Book CGuy appears in the aisle.

COM C BOOK @QUY
You have decided on this iten?

Jesse puts the com c back, grins at them both.

JESSE
"Il get it next tine.

Cari ssa huffs. She and Jesse | eave.
COM C BOOK @QUY
Il be waiting, ny young Nenesis.
INT. JESSE'S DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT
Mom and Dad set the table. Jesse enters.

MOM
Just in tinme.

They all sit down, passing food.
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JESSE
Wn't need your duffle bag, Dad.
Everything fit in ny pack. Took
your advice. Goin’ warm travel
light. Mam: Hi gh clouds, 89
degrees, 65 percent hum dity!
Perfect beach weat her!

DAD
About that --

MOM
Honey, your Dad and | have been
tal king. We're not sure that you
shoul d cone with us to the
conference. Leaving you al one at
t he beach all day nmakes ne
unconf ort abl e.

JESSE
VWhat ?! You said --

Dad waves the pink slip.

DAD
You’ ve shown us you can’t be
trusted.

JESSE

| told you |I'd be good! You don’t
bel i eve ne!

MOM
We know you were | ooking forward to
it. But this behavior --

DAD
-- IS unacceptable. Period. You ve
lost this...

He hol ds up Jesse’s cell phone.

DAD ( CONT’ D)
...and you can kiss Florida
goodbye.

JESSE
But Dad --

DAD

You'll stay with G anpa, and help
out around the house.
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JESSE
| can’t believe you guys don’'t
trust me! This is so not fair!

DAD
You're right. It’'s not fair. It’s
not fair that your nother and |
have to deal with your pink slips.
It’s not fair that | have to talk
to that idiot fromthe Com c Book
Store about your little escapades,
or negotiate with your Principal to
keep you from bei ng expelled for
hum liating the other kids!

JESSE
The pants weren’t ny fault! That
was just a happy accident!

DAD
| don’t want to hear it. You're
going to spend sone tine with your
Granpa and you're going to like it.

JESSE
Wiy don’t you spend sone tine with
hi n? He’s your Dad.

DAD
W' re done here.

Jesse throws down his utensils, |eaves the table. Dad rubs
his tenples in silence.

MOM
|’ mgoing out to show the Goldstein
house tonorrow. | thought I'd bring
Jesse along to visit your Dad since
he’s right next door. Shall | say
hell o for you?

DAD
Say anything you want. Just don’t
make me cone al ong.

MOM
Maybe you should cone. It’s been
five years..

DAD
So | can hear the sane old stories?
“l gave up a great career to work
in a factory to make a good life
for you and your Mother.”
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MOM
I think maybe you renenber it
better than he does.

EXT. GRAMPA' S HOUSE - DAY

A large older honme in need of TLC. Mom and Jesse exit the
front door wwth GRAMPA, a tall eighty-sonething, still trim
and obvi ously once-upon-a-tinme handsone; Eastwood neets
Newman, though a bit dotty.

MOM
"1l be at the Goldstein’s, Dad.
That’s right next door, okay?

GRAMPA
| know where they live, for cryin
out |loud. Marge and | play bridge
over there every Thursday night,
right after Wheel. You tell Mrt he
still owes ne Thirty Seven Doll ars
and Fifty Three Cents!

MOM
Dad. Mort and Sylvia noved to
Florida in August, renmenber? Now
you boys be good. I’'ll be back in a
bit.

GRAMPA
She never could stand the col d.
Ti ny woman.

Jesse follows Mom who stops himwith a gesture. He pl eads
with his eyes. She waves himback into the house. He
reluctantly follows G anpa inside.

I NT. GOLDSTEIN HOUSE - DAY

An enmpty house for sale. BUZZ (47) stands in a shiny suit at
the kitchen counter, straightening brochures and cards. The
only furniture is a folding bridge table and two chairs.

MOM
Sorry I'’mlate, Buzz. Had to drop
Jesse over at his G anpa’s.

BUZZ
Don’t worry about it. W’ ve had one
couple all day, and they were just
| ooky-100’s.

( MORE)
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| sure hop@%@éﬁtla@es sonet hi ng

soon. How s the old man doi ng?

MOM
Oh, | don’'t know. He was so
depressed after Mom di ed. The
nmedi cati on hel ped, for a while. But
now, with Mort and Syl via gone,
he’s... confused. Anyway, we got
hima nurse, so at |east he's not
rattling around that old house al

al one.

BUZZ
Wel | get ready. Once you' ve done
that, it’s not long till you just

gotta nove ‘eminto the CGol den
Acres. That’'s what | did with ny
Dad. He loves it.

MOM
Ch, gosh, that day may be com ng
sooner than we think.
(pause)
I don’t renenber these counters.
They' re | ovel y!

BUZZ
They’'re new. Granite. Appliances
just went in Wednesday.

MOM
Lovel y.

She sits at the bridge table.

MOM ( CONT’ D)
Too bad there aren’'t four of us. W
could have had a gane.

I NT. GRAMPA' S LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Jesse stands in the mddle of a knick-knack crowded |iving
room Famly pictures, fake flowers, doilies show a woman’s
touch. Years of dust, stacks of nmagazi nes show | ong negl ect.

Granpa enters, cheerily presents a board gane.
GRAMPA

got us the Chutes and Ladders.
|1

I
I’ | et you go first.

Jesse plops hinself on the couch, arns crossed.
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JESSE
So whaddya do around here, anyways?

Granpa sets the box on the coffee table, disappointed. Then:

GRAMPA
You want a Yoo Hoo?

JESSE
A You What ?

Granmpa’s nurse, CONSUELA (33), enters fromthe kitchen. She’s
very pretty. Jesse lights up

CONSUELA
You nust be Jesse. Hi. |’ myour
Granmpa’ s nurse, Consuela. Wuld you
i ke a soda?

JESSE
Sur e.

GRAMPA
(to Jesse)
“Yes, Pl ease.”

JESSE
| guess he wants one too.

GRAMPA
I 1ike crackers.

Consuel a retreats. Jesse’s eyes fol |l ow

JESSE
Yeah, that’'s great. You got a
conput er?

GRAVPA
My house isn’'t big enough for a
conput er!

JESSE

Perfect. TV?

Granpa noves to a console, opens a pair of folding doors,
revealing an old tel evision screen.

GRAMPA
(announcer voi ce)
The Vi staMax PanaMaster One
Thousand. It brings the world to
you in a handsone and durabl e
si mul at ed burl wood cabi net.
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JESSE
VWhere's the renote?

G anmpa proudly hands Jesse a |large plastic box with one big
dial, connected to the TV with a thick cord.

GRAMPA
It gets five channels.

Jesse rolls his eyes.

JESSE
Do you contact the Mdther Ship with
this?

Consuel a enters, hands Jesse a soda. He smles big. She hands
a graham cracker to G anpa.

CONSUELA
Chutes and Ladders. That | ooks |ike
fun.

Jesse’ s eyes follow Consuela out of the room

GRAMPA
| don’t know about that wonmn.

Jesse clicks the ON button. The TV POPS. A white dot appears
in the mddle of the screen, remains there.

JESSE
Geat. It’'s broken.

GRAMPA
It’s just warm ng up.
(announcer voi ce)
That’ s the Vi staMax PanaMaster One
Thousand -- Mdern Technol ogy Wrth
Wai ti ng For!

Jesse tosses the renpote on the coffee table, stands.

JESSE
Lenme know when we’re done waiting.

He stanps out. Granpa stands alone in the cluttered room

EXT. GRAMPA' S BACKYARD - DAY

Jesse pokes about, tosses a rock across the yard. Another.
CRASH (Oops! He hits a wi ndow on the garage.
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He peers in the broken wi ndow. nothing to see. The doubl e
doors are secured with a nmassive ol d padl ock.

He peeks through a crack, sees the partially obscured chrone
front end of a classic 1950's car draped in a tarp.

JESSE
Whabh.

He yanks the | ock. Nothing. Suddenly, a hand GRASPS his
shoul der, turns himaround. He’'s face to nose with G anpa.

GRAMPA
There’s nothing in there for you. |
like things just the way they are.
You under st and?

JESSE
Un Ckay.

GRAMPA
You want a Yoo Hoo?

Mom arri ves.

MOM
There you boys are. Ready to go?

JESSE
Are you ki ddi ng?

GRAMPA
W were going to watch sone
t el evi si on.

JESSE
The Vi st aBox TubeMaster is warm ng
up. Maybe it’ll be ready next tine.
MOM
| talked to Consuela. You know how
to reach ne, Dad. |I'Il be back by
in a couple of days. Jimsays hi,
by the way.
GRAMPA
| doubt that.

They hug warmy. He tousles Jesse’'s hair. They | eave. G anpa
stands alone in the cold yard.
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INT./EXT. MOM S CAR - DAY

MOM
So, how was your visit with G anpa?
It looked |ike you guys were
getting al ong okay.

JESSE
He thinks |’mfour.
MOM
Yeah... well, sonetinmes G anpa sees

thi ngs the way he renenbers them
But he knows how ol d you are. D d
you |i ke Consuel a?

Jesse’ s eyes light up

JESSE
Oh Yeah. ..

MOM
Sonetines | forget how old you are.

INT. JESSE' S HOUSE - DAY
Mom and Dad juggl e | uggage, bustling at the door.

MOM
Oh, ny, the Shuttle s early.
(to Jesse)
Now you go to Granpa’s right after
school. And work on that G vil War
essay... it’s due on Tuesday. W'l
call to see how you' re doing.

JESSE
Wiy can’t you just |eave ne ny
phone?

Dad holds up Jesse’s phone, drops it in his luggage, zips it.

DAD
Because it’s going to be with us.
Not hi ng’ s changed.

JESSE
But what if you need to find ne?
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DAD
You'll be at Granpa’s. Every day,
all day, unless you' re in school
Ri ght ?

JESSE
How are ny friends gonna call ne?

DAD
Granpa’s got a phone. It’s the
yellow thing with the dial on it
attached to the wall. Twel ve year
ol ds don’t need cell phones.

JESSE
Maybe not when you were twelve, but-

DAD
You listen to ne --

MOM
You both listen to nme. The
Shuttle’ s waiting. Now hug each
ot her, and say goodbye.

They reluctantly enbrace. Mom hugs Jesse, she and Dad | eave.

Jesse waves nerrily fromthe doorway. As the Shuttle pulls
away, he pulls Dad’s phone fromhis pocket, smles.

JESSE
Keep ny phone, Dad. Yours wll do
just fine.

I NT. Al RPORT SHUTTLE - DAY
Mom | ooks back at the house.

DAD
He'll be all right. Consuela wll
keep an eye on both of ‘em

I NT. GRAMPA' S HOUSE - DAY

Jesse’s just arrived from school. Consuela swoops into the
roomall aflutter, juggling her purse, a bag, prescriptions.

CONSUELA
Oh Jesse, you're here! Thank
goodness! My sister Ranpbna just had
a baby. ..

( MORE)
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| gotta go Wﬁiqoqt&d)& few

days... you have to take care of
your G anpa, okay?

She hands Jesse an array of nedicine bottles.

CONSUELA ( CONT’ D)
That one tw ce a day, norning and
ni ght. The green one before his
nap... two of the |ong orange ones
with dinner, the round orange one
only on an enpty stomach before
bed.

JESSE
The round orange ones... ?

Consuel a tears a page from her day pl anner.

CONSUELA
Here' s the nunber for his doctor,
and hi s nenu.

JESSE
H s nenu?

CONSUELA
VWhat he eats. No red neat. And keep
himaway fromsalt. He |ikes the
salt too nuch

She flips through her book.

CONSUELA ( CONT’ D)
I have to call your Dad so he can
get soneone else in here. He left
me hi s nunber sonewhere...

JESSE

Ch, ah, it’s okay. I'll tell him
CONSUELA

Here it is...

She dials her cell phone. Jesse’s eyes get big as the phone
in his pocket VIBRATES. He turns his back, accepts the cal
and hangs up, snaps it shut.

CONSUELA ( CONT’ D)
Aye! | got cut off!

JESSE
[l tell them |1’ m supposed to
call them tonight anyway.
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CONSUELA
Thank you! I'’mso glad you're
here... Wen your G anpa wakes up
tell himlI’'ll see himin three

days.

She ki sses Jesse’s forehead, swoops out the door, brushing
past Carissa who is on her way in.

CONSUELA ( CONT’ D)
Dessert is one scoop of ice
cream.. that’s all he gets!

CARI SSA
VWhat was that all about?

JESSE
Hungry?

I NT. GRAMPA' S KI TCHEN - DAY

Jesse and Carissa sit before |arge enpty bows, an enpty ice
cream contai ner on the table. They | ook satisfi ed.

CARI SSA
You said you had sonething really
cool to show ne.

Jesse sm |l es.

EXT. GRAMPA' S GARACE - DAY

Jesse wears the stethoscope, spins the dial on the big
padl ock. He pulls it open with a smle.

JESSE
The doctor is inl

He opens the door, slips inside. Carissa stays outside.

JESSE ( CONT' D)
Whaddya waitin for?

CARI SSA
Shoul d we be doing this?

JESSE
We're just |ookin'.

He unveils the nmassive chrone grille with a nmatador’s swoop
of the tarp.
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JESSE ( CONT' D)
a e!

CARI SSA
Wah!

She enters. They circle the huge car in awe, drinking in the
rocket -shaped taillights in the wnglike fins, the shining
jet of a hood ornanent, the rich two-tone paint.

They open the doors, slip into the buttery |leather seats. The
dashboard seens to have a mllion dials and knobs.

CARI SSA
It’s |ike Flash Gordon!

Jesse flips the visor down. A set of keys falls into his
palm He smles.

JESSE
Just |i ke Dad.

He inserts the key, turns it to the first CLICK

CARI SSA
Hey! You said we were just | ooking!

JESSE
It’s not like we're goin anywhere!

He throws a switch. The top folds back wwth an electric WH R

JESSE ( CONT' D)
Houst on, we are openi ng the canopy.

Carissa watches the top recede, breaks into a big smle.

CARI SSA
Roger that!

MONTAGE
The top is up, down, up, down.
Water jets splash the w ndshield. The w pers nmake nud.

The kids raise and | ower on electric seats, |ike vanpires
froma coffin

Carissa turns on the radi o. Bl G BAND MJUSI C BLARES. Jesse
lunges to shut it off, silences the radio but breaks the
knob. It clatters to the fl oor.
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JESSE
Now you’ ve done it!

CARI SSA
|"ve done it?

JESSE
Never m nd. We can glue it or
sonet hi ng. Hey, whaddya think this
does?

He pushes a button. The trunk POPS open. He junps out of the
car, noves to the back. Carissa rolls her eyes.

JESSE ( CONT’ D)
VWhat do we have here?

CARI SSA
Sonebody el se’s stuff.

JESSE
You won't believe this.

Carissa reluctantly joins him The trunk holds a cardboard
box full of stuff. Jesse holds an el aborate ray gun.

CARI SSA
VWhat' s that?

JESSE
Sone ki nda costune?

He hands her the gun, reaches in the box, renoves an
aerodynam c art deco helnet, slips it on. He picks up a bul ky
utility belt, snaps it around his waist, takes the gun from
Carissa, dramatically holsters it.

He junps up on a bench, strikes a heroic pose, slanting
afternoon light glinting off the hel net, gol den dust notes
swirling about him

Carissa holds up an 8x10 photo of a man posing in the
costume, a cross between | ndiana Jones and Sky Captain...
tailored | eather bonber jacket, jodhpurs, a utility belt, the
hel met. The words CAPTAIN LI BERTY enbl azoned above him
Jesse’ s pose matches the card.

CARI SSA
Captain Liberty.
I NT. COM C BOOK STORE - DAY

At the counter, Com c Book Guy flips through the itens.
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COM C BOOX @UY
These are pronotional photographs --
8x10 glossies in industry parl ance -
- signed by Captain Liberty
hi nsel f.

JESSE
Captain Liberty?

COM C BOOX @UY
Only the greatest television hero
of his generation. Wthout Captain
Li berty, you would have no I ndi ana
Jones, no Rocketeer, no Sky
Capt ai n.

He runmages for a VHS tape, pops it in a VCR hits “PLAY”

COM C BOOK GUY ( CONT’ D)
| have here what may well be the
| ast remaining transfer of a
Captain Liberty episode fromthe
original master.

A jumpy, black and white episode of the Captain Liberty
serial. The credit sequence clearly shows the Vasquez Rocks,
a location used in Star Trek episodes. Captain Liberty
battles a green man with a fish’s head who wears a gl ass
fishbow full of water as a hel net.

COM C BOOK GUY (CONT' D - VO
Created uniquely for the burgeoning
tel evi si on audi ence, Captain
Li berty was an inspiring
personi fication of the Can-Do
American spirit, a chanpion worthy
to represent our great Republic in
her new role as | eader of the free
wor | d.

He holds up a pair of red briefs.

COM C BOOK GUY (CONT' D)
And these are his shorts.

JESSE
How cone |’ ve never heard of hinf

Com ¢ Book Quy ejects the tape.
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COM C BOOX @UY
Because you are an ignoranus? The
absence of Captain Liberty from
popul ar nmenory is inextricably
linked to the nysterious
di sappearance of its |antern-jawed

| eadi ng man,

who abandoned the role

just as the show was taking w ng.
Hi s premature departure dooned this
worthy hero to forfeit his rightful
pl ace in the pantheon of great
Amer i can chanpi ons.

CARI SSA
This stuff nmust be pretty rare.

JESSE
Probably worth sonet hi ng.

COM C BOOX @UY
Worth sonet hi ng? Worth sonet hi ng?

To you, no.

But in [ight of our

| ong acquai ntance, | would be
wlling to relieve you of the
burden of their ownership for the
ridiculously inflated sumof...
shall we say... a crisp Jackson?

He produces a twenty dollar bill

JESSE
| don’t think so.

COM C BOOX @UY
Per haps |’ ve said too nuch. Very
well. It goes agai nst every fiber

of my being,

but it pains ne to

consi der the plight of you hapl ess
wai fs bearing such a load all the
way honme. To ny previous offer, |

add the Savi our of the Union.

He produces a five dollar bill.

COM C BOOK GUY ( CONT’ D)
And anything fromthe top two
Pokenon shel ves. That woul d be ny

final offer.

Jesse nods to Cari ssa,

i ndi cates the $150 price tag on the

VHS tape. She returns a disapproving | ook. Jesse sm | es.
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JESSE
Okay. The fuzzy one. Left side, top
shel f.

Com c Book GQuy smles with satisfaction, turns to the wall
He stretches, tries to knock it dowmn with his tel escopic
i ght saber. FWAP FWAP FWAP! |t collapses into its handle.

COM C BOOK @UY
Just one nonent.

He grabs a folding step stool, makes a production out of
setting it up and clinbing onto it, funbling with his Jedi
skirts. He still has to stretch to reach the shelf.

JESSE
No. Far |left.

Com ¢ Book Quy struggles for the shelf. Jesse stealthily
slips the VHS tape out of its slot, RUNS to the door.

Com c Book GQuy yells after him struggles to descend. A
shocked Carissa snaps out of her stupor, frantically scoops
up their photos and pins, takes off after Jesse.

Com c Book Guy falls fromthe stool, clanbers through the
shop knocki ng down di spl ays, stops at the door, wheezing.

COM C BOOX @UY
This round is yours, ny young
nenmesi s, but the pendulumwl|
swi ng! Ch yes, the pendulumw ||
sw ng!

He returns to the counter, finds Captain Liberty' s shorts.

COM C BOOK GUY ( CONT’ D)
Aha. The pendul um has swung. On
eBay, these will easily fetch ten
times what you’'ve stolen from ne.
Revenge is m ne.

EXT. SUBURBAN STREET - DAY

Carissa catches up with Jesse.

JESSE
You got the stuff?

CARI SSA
O course.
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JESSE

Ckay. You take it home, get online,
figure out what it’s worth. | gotta
get back. I'Il watch the tape, and

see what else | can find.

CARI SSA

Well be careful with it. It's your
Granpa’s, not yours.

JESSE
t hought ny parents were in

Fl ori da.

CARI SSA

Just be careful.

I NT. GRAMPA' S LI VING ROOM - NI GHT

Evening. A television news report with JOHAN STOSSEL hol ds
Granpa in rapt attention, as glaciers calve into the sea.

JOHN STOSSEL (ON TV)

Oh Pl ease. My deodorant is nelting
the ice caps? LA will be under

wat er by 2020? I don’t think so.
Legitimate scientists are confident
that recent record tenperatures are
part of a natural cycle, and

not hing to becone hysterical over.
Time will tell. Mre after this.

Jesse enters, pops the top on an old VCR, slips the tape in.

GRAMPA
was watching that! Is it hot

out si de?

Jesse gives hima | ook, presses PLAY. The roomfills with the
heroic thenme nusic of Captain Liberty.

LI BERTY LAD (ON TV)

Jimny Christmas, Cap! Baron Mnd' s
Magna Ray is dragging the sun
closer to the Earth! It’'s getting
hotter already.

CAPTAI' N LI BERTY (ON TV)

I ndeed, Liberty Lad. Qur fair
pl anet wll be cooked like juicy
burgers on a VistaBroil Gille.
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BARON M ND (ON TV)
Precisely, Captain Liberty. And you
and all your gadgets are powerl ess
to stop ny nmad reign of terror

Behi nd Jesse, Granpa runs his hands over his head, stares at
the screen intensely. He's back in ‘Nam nouthing the words.

LI BERTY LAD (ON TV)
Never underestimate Captain
Li berty, Baron M nd!

BARON M ND (ON TV)
OCh no? For even now, the bl ock of
ice on which you are standing is
nmel ting, and soon, very soon, you
will fall through into ny pit of
deadl y vi pers.

CAPTAI N LI BERTY (ON TV)
Too... hot... can’t... think..

ANNOUNCER (ON TV)
Is the world dooned to roast like a
juicy burger? Watch next week as
the fate of America, and thus the
Worl d, hangs in the bal ance.

The TV screen fills with a shot of Captain Liberty in a
heroi c pose, just |ike the 8x10 gl ossy photo. THEME MJSI C

CLICK!' Jesse turns at the sound of the door. There stands
Granpa, dressed as Captain Liberty, striking an identica
pose as the THEME MJUSIC fromthe TV crescendos.

GRAMPA
Li berty Lad! To the Liberty Mbile!

I NT. GRAMPA'S CAR - NI GHT

The car cruises along the highway, top dowmn. G anpa is
beam ng, oblivious to the cold. Jesse is bundl ed up

JESSE
Are you Captain Liberty?

GRAMPA
No tinme for jokes, Liberty Lad! Do
you have the route mapped out?

JESSE
And where exactly are we goi ng?





